Practical small animal dermatology. II: Diagnostic approach.
The approach to the evaluation of a small animal patient with a dermatological condition is discussed with emphasis on systematic methods. The importance of obtaining an adequate history is stressed and the correct performance of screening tests is emphasised. Evidence of the body's reaction to disease or injurious agents is described since it must be recognised. Pruritus and alopecia are two common presenting clinical signs and systematic approaches to eliciting the aetiology of these are proposed.